The Noise from Beneath...

Loud. Scary?

Under supervision.

Our community has a lot of
kids. They aren’t always there at
the same time, of course.
Sometimes there are 6,
sometimes there are 25. But,
one thing can be counted upon
when our majority is 3-6 years
old: Sound. Noise. Mostly in the
volume of LOUD. We hope we
aren’t interrupting the time

refuge nursery rules: just
posted!!

July-September

upstairs but we are hoping to
help the children engage in their
own version of community and
Jesus.

We offer 3 classes every
Saturday night. Nursery,
PreSchool and Elementary.
Often the PreSchoolers and
Elementary are fused together
in one big group. | confess, |
love this. | love (and need!) the
help and care the older ones
bring to our children. And | love

the bigger sense of community
that this instills in our kids. The
lines between classes are
blurred, in good ways (just like
in the adult world) and we dll
work, play and learn together.
We currently have the most
volunteers the refuge has ever
had in regards to our kids and |
am thankful. Each brings their
own sense of love and Jesus and
connects with the kids in unique
ways. | learn new ways to teach




More about our NOISE...

our children and love them
when | work alongside
different volunteers.

The intention behind our
time downstairs is much the
same as the intention upstairs.
To talk and engage in
community. To make friends
and deepen relationships. To
learn more about God and
Jesus and have the space to
share our doubts, our needs,
our hopes and our joys and
praise. To learn about others
different from us and to learn
and pursue justice.

Since the majority of our
children are under 7 we do
most of this through games,
crafts and simple bible stories.

We've learned about
Queen Esther and Purim.
Zaccheus and Martin Luther
King, Jr. We've written letters
to the orphans we support in
Thailand and we eat animal
crackers and play duck, duck,
goose.

It's hard, | won't lie, to find
curriculum that is safe for

children and true to the
refuge. I’'m always open to
suggestions about different
things to try and different
ways to incorporate Jesus into
our kids hearts and minds.

| had a good experience
as a small child in sunday
school. | know not all of us
had. | carry these good
memories with me as | create
the space for our kids to play
in downstairs in the hopes that
somehow, someday Jesus will
be closer to their sweet spirits
and bodies.

Is it crazy downstairs?

Always.

Is it chaotic and hard?

Yes. Love is hard. Patience
is hard.

Is it safe downstairs?

Definitely.

Is it loud?

Sure! Most of us are 4 or 5
so nothing is fun if it isn't
loud!!

Our Needs:
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